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to him, and he told me he thought our Ambassador's
visit to King Farouk, with tanks which knocked down
the palace gates, was a grievous mistake. He said that
Farouk was young and proud. There wexe two ways
to treat him. As a King to be respected, or as an enemy
to be browbeaten. He said a lot more, but that's all
I can remember.''

How long have you had that stammer ? ''

"Since I was hit."

"How old are you? "

"Twenty-five."

"And you're due to report to Colonel Elphinston at
G.S.I, (t.) next week? "

"Yes."

"You're not strong enough to begin work yet.
You'd better come and stay with me at Aleppo. I'll
fix it with Elphinston."

He must have seen my look of disbelief, for he said,
"Firstly Colonel Elphinston's a friend of mine, and
secondly, I happen to be a doctor. See, laddie ? " He
chuckled to himself. '' Put that in your pipe and smoke
it. I'll expect you in Aleppo in three days' time/' he
said, and stamped away to see Evans-Pritchard.

XII

Harry stopped the car in front of the ancient battered
door of a tall house overlooking the Moslem cemetery.

" Ring the bell, sir," he said, " and the servant*will
lower the key on a piece of string from the third floor.
It saves him walking down."

I pulled vigorously at the bell-handle, and presently